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FINANCING HEARING AIDS

This brochure is merely a listing (as we understand it) of starting points and ideas regarding financing hearing
aids. It is not intended to be a recommendation or endorsement in any manner. Exclusions from this list are
merely an oversight. Be a good consumer and do your homework.

*CARDINAL RULE*

One’s Auditory Rehabilitation should be foremost. We would not select a surgeon based on bargain basement prices.
We should not select a hearing aid, an Audiologist or Instrument Specialist solely on costs. Rather, who/what is going to
help my understanding most. Hearing instruments are only about 20% of an individual’s auditory rehabilitation treatment
plan. The way to ensure that a person is fit with appropriate amplification is to visit a qualified Audiologist or Hearing
Instrument Specialist. Simply zeroing in on shopping for the best price on a particular product frequently prevents being
taken care of properly and getting the most benefit from amplification (Tonya Barlow, Audiologist).

BEING A GOOD CONSUMER

There are a few programs for people who qualify for them. However, the vast entity known as the middle class will not
qualify for many of these programs. The following suggestions and ideas are for people looking at the price of hearing
aids:

» Remember that there is not “one price” for hearing aids. Ask for ranges. When one audiologist hears that people
were told hearing aids cost “$6,000,” her question is: “Was there not a range of products offered” that could assist
you? If not, ask .

» Many times people talk about “premium” products. There is not one standard for this description. The
manufacturers that make “premium” products also make “entry-level” products.

» The term “premium products” often relates to the number of bands or channels. There is no evidence which shows
that increasing the number of bands beyond 6 to 8 makes any difference whatsoever when these differences are
examined in well-designed research studies. (How many bands does your listening lifestyle need?)

» There are, however, features that show definite improvement in some environments. For example, directional
microphones have been proven to help. Keep in mind that when these studies are done, the environments are well-
controlled.

» Be aware of yourself:

o Do you need a lot of assistance?
Are you knowledgeable about aids and your personal needs?
Can you do your own research and homework?
Can you pay for your own audiogram?
Are you tech savvy? Do you have technology issues?
What is your Listening environment/lifestyle/work?
Where do you hear? Where do you not hear?

o Do you have dexterity issues? Neuropathy?

» Bring someone with you to all sessions. Four ears are better than two.
» Keep a Hearing Diary. (Note your lifestyle, hearing/non-hearing places)
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